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On the Memphis School of Preaching (MSOP) Lectureship of 2009, Keith Mosher wrote on the topic, “Go ye 
Means Go me.”  It is the purpose of this article to offer a review and response to Mosher’s argumentation in 
favor of Christians in every age carrying out the commission given to the apostles.  It must first be said that 
Mosher must accept the consequences of his doctrine.  In other words, if he is willing to hold to that which he 
has written concerning the apostolic commission, then he will have to accept that to which it will lead.  He 
must therefore accept the following:

1. Christ’s people in every age must begin in Jerusalem in preaching the gospel to the world.

2. Christ’s people in every age must tarry in Jerusalem until endued with power from on high.

3. Prophecy is ongoing and has not been fulfilled.

4. The revelation of God’s word is not complete.

5. Women are obligated to preach the gospel to men.

The above will be proven to be the consequences of Keith Mosher’s position on what he refers to as the 
“Great Commission.”  It will be my practice to refer to what is commonly called the “Great Commission” as the 
“Apostolic Commission” for clarification sake.  In fact, preachers of old referred to it as this, as well as, the 
apostle’s last commission.

 Let it be noted that Mosher accepts the fact that the Apostolic commission is found in the three 
accounts of Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; and Luke 24:47-491.  Thus, each account is the same 
commission given to the apostles.  This is what Mosher refers to as “The Great Commission.”

To begin his proof that “Go Ye means Go Me”, he states, “There are a few in “Christendom” today who 
believe that the Great Commission has been fulfilled.2”  To offer so much argumentation as he does to show 
that this belief is wrong, surely he would base it on something other than this statement.  Surely he would 
establish his arguments on a premise that affirms some sort of danger in such a belief.  Those such as I who 
believe it has been fulfilled also understand the importance of preaching the gospel to the world and we do 
not shirk from that responsibility but hold it dearly!  Dear reader, I remember while in school, hearing 
Mosher repeat an age old principle of studying the Bible that he himself has failed to apply to the verses under 
consideration; “to whom is Jesus speaking?”  So, since Jesus was speaking to the apostles, does “go ye mean 
go me?”  It certainly does not.

So, Mosher says, “go ye means go me” when considering what he calls the “Great Commission.”  Let’s 
examine the consequences of his doctrine.  If go ye means go me then I must begin in Jerusalem (Lk. 24:47). 
A commission is a command or a charge to act in a certain prescribed manner.  When examining the accounts 
commonly referred to as the Great Commission, Jesus charged the apostles to begin in Jerusalem.  Why?  This 
was prophecy according to Isaiah 2:2-3 and Micah 4:2.  The apostles’ obedience to Jesus’ command was the 
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fulfillment of such prophecy.  Now, since Mosher has taken it upon himself to show that Christ’s people in 
every age must abide by the commission given to the apostles, then it follows that we must abide by all that 
Jesus commanded.  Thus, we must begin in Jerusalem since “go ye means go me.”  However, Mosher has not 
begun in Jerusalem.  Yet, he may claim that we are not under “that part” of the commission.  What authority 
does he possess to say we are obligated by one part of the commission and not the other?  He refers to Luke 
24:47-49 as the Great Commission and says, “Go ye means go me.”  Thus, we must do what the apostles were 
commanded to do.  In fact, as I shall later point out, Mosher teaches that we are to obey all things that were 
commanded to the apostles.  Thus, are we to begin in Jerusalem?  According to this teaching, yes we are. 
However, does “go ye mean go me?”  It does not.

In addition, if go ye means go me, then we must tarry in Jerusalem until endued from power from on 
high.  Mosher begins his manuscript by writing, “it will be the purpose of this study to link the Great 
Commission to Christ’s people in every age, if such is biblically possible, and to examine the import on 
individual Christians of such a command.”3  He then quotes Jerry Moffitt as an authority on the matter, “this 
commission comes down to us.”4

On page 264 of the MSOP lectureship book, Mosher writes, “in fact, all taught persons were 
commanded to “obey all things commanded” (emphasis added, K.M.) to the apostles (Mat.28:20).”  What poor 
hermeneutic!  Will Mosher accept the consequences of such a statement?  If all taught persons were to obey 
all things commanded to the apostles, then the taught persons were to tarry in Jerusalem until endued with 
power from on high.  The problem with Mosher’s statement is that it does not express what Jesus meant in 
Matthew 28:20.  This is another principle in studying the Bible which Mosher neglects.  We are to draw the 
conclusion intended by the writer or the one speaking.  Jesus was not telling the apostles to ensure that all 
taught persons obey all the things commanded to the apostles.  This is far from what Jesus was saying.  The 
“teaching” of verse 20 is a participle just as the word “baptizing” in verse 19.  Both participles express the 
action of the main verb, “make disciples” (v. 19).  In other words, these participles are indicative of what all 
nations were to do to become disciples.  The taught people were to observe all things the apostles would 
command them to do, namely what to do to become a disciple (Mk. 16:16).  The commission was in essence 
Jesus giving the apostles the authority to exercise the office of a teacher of the gospel.  It is the chain of 
authority.  Therefore, the apostles exercised authority by setting forth the commands of heaven to be obeyed 
by those who heard.  Let’s examine this more closely.

Mosher would have Jesus say to the apostles, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you to do.”  The apostles were commanded to begin in Jerusalem, tarry there until endued 
with power from on high, exercise the miraculous gifts in confirmation of the word and on and on we 
may go.

However, Jesus was saying to the apostles, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you.”  By this statement, Jesus was giving the apostles authority to preach the gospel.  In 
essence, the apostles were the instruments through which Christ would command obedience of them 
to whom the apostles preached.  In other words, the apostles were teaching them to observe the 
command to obey the gospel and all things that pertain to the remission of sins (Mk. 16:16; Lk. 24:48).
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Further, keep in mind the promise of the Father as it is found in Luke 24:48-49.  This was the promise of 
inspiration and revelation.  The apostles were to tarry in Jerusalem in order to receive the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, which is prophecy (Joel 2:28-32).  This is a part of the commission Jesus gave the apostles.  For Mosher 
to claim that “go ye means go me” is to say that this prophecy is ongoing and has not been fulfilled.  Again, the 
commission involves beginning at Jerusalem and tarrying there until endued with power from on high both of 
which were prophesied and fulfilled.

Another problem Mosher has is assuming that all preaching is a fulfillment of the last commission given 
to the apostles.  Now, this is one of the serious problems with his doctrine.  It is sad indeed to see that Keith 
Mosher promotes and teaches that women are obligated to preach the gospel to men.  Friend, is this a 
coincidence?  Is it a mistake?  In the Spiritual Sword Lectureship book of 1994, Mosher wrote and spoke on, 
“To Preach Or To Teach?  Biblical Position for Women.”  In this book, he wrote concerning women, “She is not 
at all to “speak” (lalein- I Cor. 14:35), in a certain kind of assembly, but she is to teach (didaskein) in certain 
ways (Titus 2:1-3; I Cor. 11:1-4; Acts 18:26) and is commanded to teach sinners (Mark 16:15-16)...”5  The 
emphasis placed on the word “commanded” was done by Keith Mosher in his manuscript.  There are two 
things to note here.  First, Mark 16:15 does not contain the word “teach” which Mosher emphasizes that a 
woman is commanded to do.  The word in Mark 16:15 is “preach.”  Thus, Mosher recognizes that these two 
words carry the same force and authority just as our Lord used them interchangeably.  Now, Mosher 
contradicts himself on this thought.  He states that they are not the same, yet his application of Scripture 
shows differently.  So, if he does not believe the two words preach and teach carry the same force and 
authority, he should not have made the application that they do.  Secondly, Mosher chose to use this verse to 
say women are commanded to perform the action which Jesus authorized the apostles to do; to preach the 
gospel.   Again, Mosher says that women are commanded to teach sinners (Mk. 16:15-16).  If it is the case 
that women are commanded to teach sinners according to Mark 16:15 then it is the case that women are  
commanded to preach the gospel to every creature.   Mosher and others may claim that women are only to 
preach to women according to the “Great Commission.”  I do not see that stipulation in the apostolic 
commission, do you?  Matthew records Jesus as saying, “make disciples of all nations…”  Mark includes “every 
creature.”  If the apostolic commission commands women to preach the gospel, then it commands women to 
preach the gospel to every creature, including men.  Will you agree with Mosher that women are to preach 
the gospel to men?  Paul wrote, “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but 
to be in silence” (I Tim. 2:12).  However, Mosher says women are commanded to teach/preach when Paul says 
they are not permitted to do so.  This is not the only time Mosher has promoted and taught that women are 
obligated to preach the gospel to men. 

To show further evidence that Mosher teaches that women may preach the gospel to men is seen in his 
explanation of Acts 8:1-4.  He writes, “And, the brethren (male and female) scattered by persecution went 
“everywhere preaching the word.”6  Therefore, according to Mosher, women are commanded to teach/preach 
and actually did so because they are bound by the “Great Commission.”  This is outrageous to say the least. 
First, I affirm that the ones who did the preaching according to Acts 8:4 were men.  Secondly, they were not 
fulfilling the apostolic commission as Mosher claims, but were simply propagating the gospel.  Again, Mosher 
assumes that all preaching is fulfilling the apostolic commission.  However, the men of Acts 8 who preached 
were simply taking the gospel to the lost as they were evidently taught to do.  This is exactly the thought of 2 
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Timothy 2:2.  Paul wrote, “And the things that thou hast heard of me among  many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”  There is no doubt that the apostles 
practiced this truth themselves.  They (the apostles) committed the truth unto faithful men who taught others. 
However, Mosher misapplies this verse as well in order to promote his doctrine.  In fact, he believes that 
according to 2 Timothy 2:2, women are obligated to teach men.  He writes, “and, the term, men, following 
faithful in 2 Timothy 2:2 is anthroopois which is a reference to mankind inclusive of males and females.”7  I 
wonder when the MSOP will begin admitting women to train as preachers of the gospel.  Why ask this 
question?  This question should be asked because this school has used 2 Timothy 2:2 in application to train 
men to preach.  Even Keith Mosher has applied 2 Timothy 2:2 to the training of men (males) in preaching the 
gospel.  In the Spiritual Sword Lectureship book, “The Glory of Preaching,” Mosher spoke and wrote on the 
topic, “Preaching to Promote Faithfulness.”  This is what he wrote concerning 2 Timothy 2:2, word for word. 
“Note that Paul was commanding Timothy to teach the males to lead in prayer and preaching which means 
that Timothy would have to find the time to train the brothers (cf. II Tim. 2:2; I Tim. 2:8, 12).”8  Now, Mosher 
emphasized that Paul was commanding Timothy to teach the males.  In fact, if you look to his manuscript, he is 
the one who italicized the word “males.”  Further, throughout the whole chapter written by Mosher, he applies 
2 Timothy 2:2 to preaching the gospel.  So, is Mosher now saying that women are to preach the gospel as well 
as men?  Is he now saying that Paul was commanding Timothy to teach the males and females to lead in 
prayer and preaching which means that Timothy would have to find the time to train the brothers and sisters? 
I believe Mosher has some explaining to do.  You see, Mosher along with the others at MSOP have used 2 
Timothy 2:2 to raise awareness of the fact that we need more men to preach.  They have used this verse to 
raise money to conduct their classes and continue their school.  And now, all of a sudden, the change in 
meaning, the application of this verse is used to include women to preach the gospel.  May this be a warning 
that there is false doctrine ever present among those who claim to be conservative.  The seeds of apostasy are 
being sown among congregations in the area of the role of women.  Have you considered why Mosher spent 
much of his effort in the manuscript on the “Great Commission” to prove that women may preach/teach the 
gospel to men?  In fact, he includes, in his manuscript, the article written by Wayne Jackson on the “Role of 
Women” in its entirety!  Jackson’s article is completely misleading, full of misrepresentations and is deceptive, 
appealing to the authority of men.  This article will be examined more closely at a later time.  

Another problem that Mosher has is that he assumes that anthropos, commonly translated, “man” 
always refers to mankind and is inclusive of both male and female in every case.  This is a poor understanding 
of the Greek word anthropos.  This word is used in the same fashion as we use the word, “man” in the English 
language.  Depending on the way we use the word, and upon the context, it may refer to “mankind.”  Let me 
give an example of how this word is primarily used in the N.T.  If I were to tell you to go and tell what you have 
heard to that group of men, would you conclude that by my statement that I am referring to women?  You 
would not.  Further, we have examples of the word anthropos referring to males in the Scripture.  For example, 
“a certain anthropos (man) went down from Jerusalem to Jericho…” (Lk. 10:30).  Numerous cases of this are 
found in the N. T. such as Matthew 13:44; 17:14; Mark 10:7, etc.  Many other verses can be shown to use the 
word anthropos which has as its primary meaning, “male.”

Again, Mosher says that 2 Timothy 2:2 is inclusive of women who are to teach others.  However, Paul 
wrote, “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence” (I Tim. 
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2:12).  Mosher has Paul contradicting his own statement.  Mosher would have women do in one verse what 
Paul has forbidden them to do in another.  Again, this is another principle of studying the Bible Mosher does 
not follow.  If your conclusion of a verse contradicts the teaching of another verse, then your conclusion is 
wrong.  It is the case that Keith Mosher has drawn the wrong conclusion.

The Proper Understanding of The Apostolic Commission

The commission given to the apostles is found, as noted earlier, in three accounts of the gospel (Matt. 
28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-20; Lk. 24:47-49).  The charge found within these verses is spoken by Christ to the 
apostles.  Through this charge, Jesus bestows authority unto the apostles to assume the role of a 
teacher/preacher of the gospel.  Thus, the apostles would preach, not by their own authority, but by the 
authority of Christ to which they would appeal.  An example of this is in Acts 2:38, “…in the name of Jesus 
Christ.”

Christ commanded the apostles to go, make disciples of all nations, preach the gospel to every 
creature, beginning at Jerusalem (Matt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15; Lk. 24:49).  The message they were commanded to 
preach was repentance and remission of sins which they would teach the hearers to observe (Matt. 28:20).  In 
other words, Jesus commanded the apostles to teach the hearers to observe the precepts of the gospel which 
the apostles were commanded to teach (Mk. 16:16).  Thus, we conclude that one aspect of the commission 
was given to the apostles for the necessity of preaching the gospel to the world.

Furthermore, another aspect of the commission was the “promise of the Father” (Lk. 24:49).  This 
promise was for the purpose of revelation as well as the confirmation of the word.  In Matthew 28:20, we read 
this phrase, “and Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”  The literal translation of this from 
the Greek is, “and behold, I am with you all the days (hemeras) until the completion of the age (aionos).”  To 
what age is Jesus referring?  He is referring to the miraculous age at which time it would end, the written word 
would be completely revealed.  This fact is seen further in Mark and Luke’s account.  In Mark 16:20, “and they 
went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word with signs 
following.”  In Luke 24:49, Jesus states that He will send, “the promise of the Father.”  Thus, the apostles were 
to tarry in Jerusalem until endued with power from on high.  This is the same promise of John 15:26-27, “But 
when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with 
me from the beginning.”  The commission was the promise of the Comforter (Jn. 16:13; Acts 2:1-4).  This 
promise was prophesied and fulfilled (Is. 2:2-3; Micah 4:2; Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:1-4, 16).  Thus, the commission 
is the promise of revelation by the chosen witnesses (Lk. 24:48; Jn. 15:27).  This included Matthias who was 
chosen an apostle and a witness (Acts 1:22-26) and Paul who was chosen an apostle and a witness (Acts 
26:16).

The fact is, the commission was given and extended to the apostles only.  They were to begin in 
Jerusalem, tarry there until receiving the promise of the Father.  They were thus promised that they would be 
the very instruments of revelation.  It is clear to see that “go ye” does not mean “go me.”
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Conclusion

To say that “go ye means go me” would mean that we are apostles and thus witnesses of Christ.  It 
would mean that we are to begin our mission of preaching the gospel to the world in Jerusalem.  It would 
mean that we are to tarry there until endued with power from on high.  It would mean that women are 
authorized to preach the gospel to men.  It would mean that prophecy is ongoing and has not been fulfilled.  It 
would mean that the revelation of God’s word is not complete.  Is Mosher willing to accept the consequences 
of his doctrine?  Does “go ye mean go me?”  It does not.

Could there apparently be an agenda being promoted through this doctrine that we are obligated to 
comply with the apostolic commission?  We have examined the very words of Keith Mosher, his contradictions, 
his misapplication of words, his misuse of the Scripture, and his false doctrine which he openly promotes.

Friend, beware!  There are heresies being promoted under the guise of so called “conservatives.”  If this 
is what is taught to the young men training to be preachers, then the Church faces a major apostasy.  In fact, 
this is already taught and unfortunately many have gone into apostasy because they choose to listen to 
“scholarship” as opposed to the Savior; so many are disciples of teachers such as Mosher as opposed to the 
Master Teacher.  It is unfortunate that those who propose such views on the apostolic commission and the role 
of women will not defend their position on the polemic platform.  They refuse to do so for one of two reasons. 
One, they have absolutely no conviction concerning that which they profess to believe or they really do not 
believe it at all but are deceivers.  The challenge is offered, stand and account for that which you profess or 
cease from teaching such things and repent.  May we therefore heed the words of the apostle Paul, “Now I 
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them.  For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by 
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom. 16:17-18).
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